
 

 

But as for me, I walk in integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me. My foot stands 

on level ground; in the great congregation I will bless the Lord.   Psalm 26:11-12 
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GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH FESTGRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH FEST  

October 13th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.October 13th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

Our Annual Grilled Cheese Fest will be held on 

Saturday, October 13th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  We need 

everyone's help on this in various capacities -- making 

and grilling sandwiches, serving the dinners, and most of 

all selling tickets! Volunteers are also still needed for 

advertising, and for set-up and clean-up duties.  If you 

can help with any of these areas, please sign up on the 

sheets on the narthex Welcome table. 

Ticket prices are $10 for adults for two (2) sandwiches, 

or $7 for one sandwich; children under 10 are $5 for one 

sandwich. With the sandwiches come a small bag of 

chips and cookies for dessert, plus a drink.   

It would be great to have a large turn-out for this event, 

so pick up your tickets to sell either from Sue Knox on 

Sunday morning after worship or in the church 

office.  Gather your families and friends and let's have a 

superb turnout! 

This is one of our few fundraisers and the profits from 

this event go towards our OCWM pledge! 
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From Pastor Eric Quinney-Burnard 
( Email:  qburnard704@gmail.com )   

 

“When one door closes, another opens;  

but we often look so long  

and so regretfully upon the closed door  

that we do not see the one  

which has opened for us.” 

(Alexander Graham Bell) 

If there was one consistency for our 

congregation in the past nearly seven years 

(when Pastor Matt resigned) and possibly 

even years prior, it has been transition. The 

fact of having four ministers in seven years 

would indicate significant transition.  But 

the Lockport area and our own lives have 

transitioned in the past ten years also.  

Maybe transition is a softer way of saying 

change.  I believe there is a difference 

however. Change happens whether we like 

it or not. Time, with its eternal tick of the 

clock, slowly moves society, culture, 

communities and our very lives through 

change. Nothing really ever stays the same.  

Change is a force that is well beyond our 

power to stop. Transition is our ability to 

navigate through change.   

Looking at the above quote from Alexander 

Graham Bell the difference between 

change and transition is where you are 

looking. Doors open all the time. Where we 

focus determines whether it is change or 

transition. It also says volumes about our 

faith in God.  We are familiar with 

everything behind the closed door. And no 

matter how many times we pull at the door 

handle, how many times we knock and 

pound on that door, it is closed forever.  

Faith in God calls us to experience healthy 

closure to those closed doors that are now 

locked. But closure also means that we are 

to place our faith and trust in God.  God 

invites us to walk through the threshold of 

the opened door of opportunity. To walk 

through that threshold means we must let 

go to God, for we do not know where God is 

leading us or what we will experience on 

the other side of the door of opportunity. 

But if God is leading us it must mean that 

our church, our lives will go through a 

transition that will be transformational.   

From a dictionary: “A transition is a change 

from one thing to the next, either in action 

or state of being — as in a job transition or 

as in the much more dramatic example of a 

caterpillar making a transition into a 

butterfly.” 

 

All Hands on Deck - October 20, 2018 

All Church Clean Up Day - 8 a.m. til Noon 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 20th to 

offer a few hours to help clean the church facility. 

How we keep our facility says a lot about how we 

welcome people, it’s Sacred Hospitality.  
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Informational Meeting Pertaining to the Parsonage 

Sunday, November 4 following Worship 

The Council has asked the Stewardship Ministry Team to have an 

informational presentation pertaining to the future of the parsonage.  

The future of the parsonage is somewhat complex and the Stewardship 

Team with the Council support, encourages all of us to be well 

informed. The Council will be calling a Congregational Meeting for 

November 18 so there will be time from November 4th until the Meeting 

to discern the information and ask questions of the Stewardship Team. 

Parsonage 
Update 

TREE OF LIFE – 2019 STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

DEDICATION SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

Ezekiel 17:5-6 – Then he took 

a seed from the land, placed it 

in fertile soil; A plant by 

abundant waters, he set it like 

a willow twig. It sprouted and 

became a vine spreading out, 

but low; Its branches turned 

toward him, its roots remained where it 

stood. So it became a vine; it brought forth 

branches, put forth foliage. 

To dedicate our pledges to the body of 

church, the church, is to dedicate our 

individual response to commit time and 

talent based on our own capabilities. While 

some may have more financial means and 

others may have more time we each need to 

prayerfully consider what we can offer.  

Some may not have the capabilities to 

provide monetary resources or bodies which 

will not allow them to participate in a 

volunteer capacity, however, they can 

provide prayers.   

From October 21 through November 11 we 

will have the opportunity to reflect on how 

the church has transformed 

lives within the church walls, 

w i t h i n  t h e  L o c k p o r t 

community and within the 

world. During this time, we 

also look at how you can 

continue to be the face of 

Christ to so many in need today. Together 

we will discern how God wants us, First 

Congregation Church of Lockport, to move 

into the future spreading like a vine, 

reaching near and far.  

To celebrate Dedication Sunday the 

Stewardship Committee will host a potluck 

brunch following worship on Sunday, 

November 11.  

If you are unable to attend worship on 

Sunday, November 11, or if you have any 

questions regarding the pledge process please 

talk with a Stewardship committee member. 

Prayerfully Submitted,  

Stewardship Committee 

Mark Rutter (Chair), David Knol,  

Rick Cronholm, Lee Rajala,  

George Manikas, Kay Quinney-Burnard 
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‘Inside Out’ Study Sessions have begun‘Inside Out’ Study Sessions have begun‘Inside Out’ Study Sessions have begun: : :    

Our Emotions and Scripture: a fun scripture and faith reflection 

of the five emotions from the movie ‘Inside Out’Inside Out’Inside Out’. The study 

sessions are on Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s.  

 Session One: Fear and Disgust 

 September 25, 1:00 pm 

 September 26, 10:00 am and 6:30 pm 

 September 30, Sunday worship “Fear/Disgust”

 Session Two: Anger 

 October 2, 1:00 pm 

 October 3, 10:00 am and 6:30 pm 

 October 7, Sunday Worship “Anger”  

 Session Three: Sad 

 October 9, 1:00 pm 

 October 10, 10:00 am and 6:30 pm 

 October 14, Sunday worship “Sad” 

 Session Four: “Joy” 

 October 16, 1:00 pm 

 October 17, 10:00 am and 6:30 pm 

 October 21, Sunday worship “Joy: the Balance” 

Friday’s:  October 19th  

and November 16th 

A fun way to catch up on a craft 

or project: sew, crochet, knit, 

scrap, draw, color, write, quilt are 

just a few of what we do! 

Chat with friends at the same time! 

Doors open at 4:30 p.m.   ~~~   Order carry out at 6:00 p.m. 

Meet in the second-floor education wing of the church 
 

~ ~ ~ crafting is optionalcrafting is optionalcrafting is optional               ~ ~ ~ visiting a must!!visiting a must!!visiting a must!!                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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Fall is in the air and once again it is time for things like 

homemade soup, football games, sweatshirts and sweaters, 

chili, raking leaves and possibly hayrides.  Almost all of these 

things can be purchased by using Manna Gift Cards, so join 

with us and shop with Manna Cards.  The order forms will be 

distributed on Sunday, October 7th and the completed order 

forms and payment are due on Sunday, October 14th.  Any questions see either Susan 

Knox or Jean Law. Thanks for shopping with Manna!! 

SundaySundaySunday   WorshipWorshipWorship   

Attendance:Attendance:Attendance:   

   9:309:309:30   a.m.a.m.a.m.      

            September 2September 2September 2   393939   

   September 9September 9September 9      666666   

   September 16September 16September 16   737373   

   September 23September 23September 23   707070   

BIRTHDAYS 

   1 Lois Bertelsen 

   1 Josh White 

   2 Bruce Field 

   5 Ross Cronholm 

   5 Heather Onderisin 

   5 Paul Onderisin 

   6 Jeff Rutter 

   8 Alan Bean 

 11 Jim Egly 

 13 Bette McCowan 

 13 Kaylee Morrow 

 15 Steve White 

 19 Mark Nienhuis 

 20 Logan Morrow 

 20 Don Young 

 21 Brad Bockholdt 

 23 Jean Waechter 

 27 Brian Morgan 

Birthday Sunday 
Come celebrate our church’s 180Come celebrate our church’s 180thth  Birthday on Sunday, October 28Birthday on Sunday, October 28 thth.  .  

Our 50 Year Members will be honored during worship and the 

Spiritual Life Ministry will host coffee hour in honor of our 

celebration of this important milestone in our church’s history. 

Our Church’s 

180th Birthday 
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‘A School Story’  by Pat McCure 
I have been asked to share a personal perspective about our preschool.  

My perspective is not from the point of view of a parent or staff but 

from that of a witness.  For the last five years, I have had the 

privilege as a storyteller of witnessing our preschool children. As 

 storyteller, I added a dimension of faith formation to the overall 

preschool curriculum.  Every Tuesday morning, I met with the preschoolers.  I developed and 

presented a two-year cycle consisting of twenty-minute stories and activities.  This story time 

was designed to engage very young children in these principles of faith:  God, Jesus, and the 

Bible.  In the process, I witnessed the wonder and uninhibited enthusiasm, also the unbridled 

spirit that is in a child.  

I began in the fall with creation, God Made Everything.  By Advent, I introduced Jesus, God’s 

Greatest Gift.  The rest of the term, I shared stories about Jesus, Jesus the Friend, Jesus the Helper, 

Jesus the Teacher.  I referenced these stories to the Bible, God’s Book, and I related the stories to 

love, God Loves You and Jesus Showed Us How to Love.     

However basic I intended to present or thoroughly I prepared, I could never know what to 

expect from a group of three and four-year olds. Their inquisitiveness and energy made it a 

challenge, but these also made it fun. I learned to adapt and to be open. I became better at 

moving the conversation from “zombies” to Jesus welcoming the children without squelching 

their enthusiasm.  I maneuvered more smoothly through their tales about sick cats and dead fish 

to get to my story feeling honored that they were comfortable enough with me to share.  

Always, I left the Tuesday morning session uplifted. 

I especially appreciated Director Sue Gonzalez and Teacher Staci Casey allowing me the 

freedom to use my own approach and “homemade” materials. They graciously went along with 

lining the children in front of the pew for activities, collecting the many symbols I used to be 

sent home, distributing the annual pumpkin story and Christmas story I wrote, and corralling 

the stuffed animals during adopt a puppy session until the children took the pups home. 

Needless to say, the children were my inspiration as much (I hope) as I was their teacher.  So, it 

is bittersweet to have this opportunity come to end.  I will miss spending my Tuesday mornings 

with children but I feel fortunate to have in some small way shared the love of Jesus. 

After many months of deliberation, Council made the hard decision to close the preschool.  

With increasing competition in the preschool market and lowering enrollment, financially we 

cannot continue to support a preschool. Also, taking over the preschool was not an option Sue 

Gonzalez wanted at this time. 

Endings cause us to remember and to appreciate. We thank Sue and Staci for the many years of 

service they gave to the preschool. We celebrate the hundreds of “First Class” kids who were 

prepared for “real” school in our preschool. And we look at our doors as not closing on a 

preschool as much as re-opening to new possibilities.   

PRESCHOOL 

  First First ClassClass  
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   Report from you Mission Team 

Neighbors in Need will be our 5 for 5 offering taken in October. And 

please sign-up to write letters to our sponsor children, Louise and 

Markey. Stamped and addressed envelopes are in the notebook by 

the mission board. 

Thank you for your generous contributions of school supplies.  

Following is the letter that we received from the principal of Taft School.  

Dear First Congregational Church, 

Thank you for the donation of school supplies. Elaine and Sandie Rutter were so kind to drop 

everything off and make sure the headphones could be used with our student computers. Every 

little bit helps our families and supportive organizations, such as First Congregational Church, 

make a difference in the individual lives of our students. 

Some of Taft’s Core Values include that students should have equal educational opportunities, 

be taught to best meet their individual needs, and be provided with a quality education. Your 

donation will help us maintain those core values by helping Taft students have the necessary 

tools for success! Thank you for your kindness. 

Sincerely, Jared Reardon, Principal 

C.W.A. is one of the oldest continuous groups in our 

church. We meet the first Wednesday of the month and 

changed our meeting time from 6 p.m. to 2 p.m. as some 

members are not comfortable driving in the dark. Our next 

meeting October 3rd has been changed to 5:00 p.m. so that we 

can join the study group ‘Inside Out’ session at 6:30 p.m. with 

Pastor Eric and Pat McCure facilitating.   

The main purpose of C.W.A. has remained the same over the years of fellowship and serving 

the church. These goals are carried out through good programs, food, fun, money making 

projects, helping with church functions, community service, working together and caring for 

each other. All women of the church are invited to join us in faith, fun and caring for others. We 

have a program each month following dessert and our meeting.  

We are sorry to inform everyone that we voted at our meeting in September not to have a 

Cookie Walk and Brunch this year. New projects for next year will be discussed at our 

upcoming meetings.  



 

 Sunday School Fun 



 

 

Tech Crew 



 

 

Knights of Harmony - August 12, 2018 

Worship 

September 16th 



 

 

 
  

  How To Reach Us  

    

   Phone:  (815) 838-2091 

   Fax:       (815) 838-6541 

   E-Mail:   Linda@Lockportucc.org 

   Website: www.Lockportucc.org 

F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  U C C  

7 0 0  E a s t  N i n t h  S t r e e t  

L o c k p o r t ,  I L   6 0 4 4 1  

GRILLED CHEESE GRILLED CHEESE   

SANDWICH FESTSANDWICH FEST  

October 13th October 13th   

5:00 5:00 --  7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.  

Ticket prices are $10 for adults for two (2) sandwiches,  

 or $7 for one sandwich; children under 10 are $5 for one sandwich.  

With the sandwiches come a small bag of chips  

and cookies for dessert, plus a drink.   

Gather your families and friends and let's have a superb turnout! 

Profits from this event go towards our OCWM pledge! 


