Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

Psalm 146:1-2
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Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration
Sunday, November 18 at 3:00 pm
We will be hosting the Thanksgiving Celebration this
year. The interfaith Service will include the churches
from Lockport as well as the Will County Jewish
community, the Hindu Temple of Lockport, the Islamic
Community of Bolingbrook area, Shiloh Baptist Church
and a few other communities. Please plan to attend,
help out in hospitality and invite your friends, this will
be a unique and first experience in Lockport.

Web: www.LockportUCC.org
www.Facebook.com/lockportilucc
Phone: (815) 838-2091
Fax:

(815) 838-6541

E-Mail: linda@lockportucc.org

November 4, 2018

The
Stewardship
Ministry Team will
have an informational
presentation pertaining
to the future of the
Parsonage
following
Worship on Nov. 4th. A
Congregational
Meeting will then be
held on November 18th following the Worship Service
to take a vote on how to proceed with our prospects
concerning the best options for the future of the
parsonage.
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From Pastor Eric Quinney-Burnard
( Email: qburnard704@gmail.com )
than was recommended. This allowed me
an extended time to drink in the Fall beauty
along my journey. There are moments like
these that the heart lightly spins with
gratitude for allowing me to be a living
participant of creation.
Thanksgiving is a reflective season of our
gratitude for God’s creative hand in our
I had the joy of a brief Autumn excursion
the other day along the Kankakee River. The
leaves exposed a reddish-yellow tint. The
golden colored fields, some harvested and
others waiting for their moment. The air
was a pleasant Fall-like crisp with heavy
clouds dancing in and out among the
sunlight. The early morning commute had
very few other travelers on the road, thus
my car was moving at a much slower pace

lives. Gratitude is the life-blood of joy, that
sense of oneness, inner peace, with self and
God’s creation. Though the world can seem
dark and ominous at times, threatening to
cloud the spirit of joy, reflective gratitude
grounds us on the terra firma of God’s
creative love. That is what Thanksgiving is
all about, not to give thanks for the things
we have but to relish and celebrate the joy
of life with God and others.

Pledge Dedication Sunday Brunch
following Worship on November 11th
To celebrate our Dedication Sunday, the Stewardship
Ministry Team will be hosting an after-worship brunch for
the members of the church. We encourage everyone to bring
their estimate of giving card that morning to be offered
during the Worship Service.
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Friday: November 16th
A fun way to catch up on a craft
or project: sew, crochet, knit,
scrap, draw, color, write, quilt are
just a few of what we do!
Chat with friends at the same time!
Doors open at 4:30 p.m. ~~~ Order carry out at 6:00 p.m.

Meet in the second-floor education wing of the church
~ crafting is optional

~ visiting a must!!

GET READY FOR THE
COMING
OF THE LORD!
Although it is early, Spiritual Life is starting
to get ready for the Coming of the Lord! The
official "Hanging of the Greens" will take place
on Sunday, December 2nd. We will begin
decorating the Sanctuary during the Worship Service and complete the rest of the
church at the end of the Service. Coffee Hour will be in the Narthex that day. Of
course, we will need your help. There will be sign-up sheets on the welcome table
and announcements in the bulletin each Sunday beginning on November 4th.
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Our Sunday School Program is off to a good start with two
worship service skits having been presented. On September 30,
we presented Jesus calming the storm and on October 28, Jonah
and the whale - from the whale's point of view, complete with a
song. Thanks to John Devona and the choir for their help.
In November and December we will be working on the
Christmas pageant. The children will be watching three movies: the Muppet Christmas Carol,
Miracle on 34th Street and Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas. We will be studying
questions pertaining to certain characters in the movies and deciding how best to relate their
experiences to the original Christmas story, the birth of Jesus. Our schedule is as follows:
November 4 - The Muppet Christmas Carol

November 11 - The Muppet Christmas Carol

November 18 - Miracle on 34th Street

November 25 - Miracle on 34th Street

December 2 - How the Grinch Stole Christmas

December 9 - Finalize the program

December 16 - Rehearsal

December 23 - Christmas pageant during worship

Because of their length two of the movies will be shown in two parts. If you have the movies
at home or can rent them it would also be helpful to watch them with your children. We will
begin showing the movies at 9:30am so that we have time for our question and answer sessions
and for planning the pageant. If anyone is interested in helping with this project your
assistance will be greatly appreciated. Barb Bonner, Sunday School Assistant
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Sunday Worship
Attendance:

9:30 a.m.
September 30

75

October 7

67

October 14

65

October 21

72

October 28

65

BIRTHDAYS
4

Joan Reeves

8

Audi McConnell

10 Andrew Bean
14 David Bambic
17 Barb Cronholm
23 Tyler Nienhuis
23 Elaine Rutter

Have you started thinking about your Holiday
shopping? Have you started your gift list? Well, gift
cards from the many stores and restaurants listed on
the Manna Order Form will certainly be very
useful. Everyone likes receiving a gift card that they
can use at their convenience. So get an order form
and fill it out. Make your Holiday shopping easy and
let the gift cards from Manna help. Order forms will be distributed on Sunday,
November 4th and orders and payment are due on Sunday, November 11th. Any
questions see either Susan Knox or Jean Law.
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Please welcome back cinema organist Jay Warren to First
Congregational Church of Lockport UCC for our third
annual silent movie concert on November 11, 2018 at
3:00 p.m. The feature screening of "A Sailor-Made
Man," a 1921 romance/comedy starring Harold Lloyd
and Mildred Davis will follow a short "Felix the Cat"
silent cartoon. Doors open at 2:30 p.m. with tours and
demonstrations of the historic 1966 Loche Organ by its
designer and builder, Jim Stephenson. Please bring a
$10 suggested donation and sweets or treats to share for
an after-concert reception in Fellowship Hall, where John Devona will debut the newly
-restored 1975 Saville Custom Organ. This event is co-sponsored by the Joliet Area
Theater Organ Enthusiasts (JATOE) and has been promoted as a club event for the
Chicago Area Theater Organ Enthusiasts (CATOE), Chicagoland Theater Organ Society
(CTOS) and the Silent Film Society of Chicago.
All donations will benefit Our Church's Wider Mission. For more information, contact
John Devona, Music Director, at 630-664-8459 or JPDevona@yahoo.com.
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Illinois Conference 8th Annual Women’s Retreat
September 28 & 29, 2018 at Pilgrim Park Camp in Princeton.

GRILLED CHEESE FUNDRAISER A FUNFILLED SUCCESS!
Our third Grilled Cheese Sandwich fundraiser was a great one! 45 one sandwich
tickets and 43 two sandwich tickets were sold. Combined ticket sales and
contributions totaled $974 for our OCWM giving.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration
Sunday, November 18 at 3:00 p.m.
The First Congregational United Church of Christ will be hosting
the Thanksgiving Celebration this year. This Interfaith Service will
include churches from Lockport as well as the Will County Jewish
community, the Hindu Temple of Lockport, the Islamic Community
of Bolingbrook area, Shiloh Baptist Church and a few other
communities. All are welcome to attend and please invite your
friends. This will be a unique and first experience in Lockport.

First Congregational Church UCC
700 East Ninth Street
Lockport, IL
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Website: www.Lockportucc.org

