
 

 

“... Encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you 

into his kingdom and glory.”  

1 Thessalonians 2:12 (NIV)  
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Palm Sunday  

April 14 at 9:30am 

Maundy Thursday 

April 18 at 7pm 

Annual Community Walk of the Cross 

April 19 at Noon 

Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary 

April 20 4-10pm 

 

Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Worship at 7:30am in the Parsonage Yard 

 

Easter Potluck Breakfast at 8:15am in the 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Easter Family Worship at 9:30am in the 

Sanctuary 

 



 

 

From Pastor Eric Quinney-Burnard 
( Email:  qburnard704@gmail.com )   

Relax. In times of stress or anxiety, or the summation of both, people will say 

“ r elax ” .  But saying the word relax doesn ’ t always alter the stressed and anx-

ious state.  In fact, we constantly have some level of stress and anxiety in our 

lives. To live, have relationship and be in community with bring with it some level 

of stress; that is how we evolve and grow. Stress isn ’ t  something you never 

completely free yourself from. Rather it’ s  something you can learn to manage. If 

you don ’ t manage the low level stress then waves of anxiety and stress can be-

come overly consuming, even in response to the most minor of altercations.  And 

when someone is overly stressed or anxious it affects the interpersonal dynamics 

of other people.  Sometimes it can be crippling, especially in family or community 

settings like a church.  People move and respond, not in a productive way but in 

avoidance of precipitating further anxiety.  This type of ongoing stress and anxi-

ety isn ’ t  psychologically, emotionally and physically healthy for a person, rela-

tionship, family or community.   

In the Gospel of John, Jesus said to his disciples, “ let not your heart be trou-

bled ” .  Obviously, Jesus sensed the anxiety among the disciples as Jesus is ap-

proaching Jerusalem and the cross.  Yet in response to their stress Jesus says 

“ r elax ” , not in a hollow phrase but in reassurance that God will always be with 

them.  Relax, take a deep breath and know God is near.   

Bible Study for Lent   

Tuesdays at 1pm and Wednesday at 6:30pm 

March 12 and 13 

March 19 and 20 

March 26 and 27 

April 2 and 3 



 

 

Sunday School News -  
 Randy Strong and Barb Bonner would like to say thank you to the parents 
and grandparents who have been so faithful in seeing to it that the children 
get to church on a regular basis.  The children are enthused about our new 
Sunday school program and have participated with great ideas on how they 
can present each Bible lesson to the congregation.  The children not only are 
learning a Bible lesson but absorbing and in Pastor Eric's words "owning the 
lesson."  We have three more lessons planned for this school year - March 
10, April 14 and May 19.  Be sure to mark your calendars. 

 

Report from your Mission Team 
 

WOW! You did it! You gave enough to give warmth                                                           

and love to 90 people. That ’ s right. Ninety blankets.     

Thank you. 

                                         

March will be our first 5 for 5 offering. Please give 

generously to ‘ One Great Hour of Sharing ’ . This 

offering makes the love of Christ real for individuals and 

communities around the world who suffer the effects of disaster, conflict, or 

severe economic hardship, and for those who serve them through gifts of money 

and time.    

 

And don ’ t forget that we are always collecting food for the Fish Pantry. We also  

need people to write letters to our two sponsor children. The sign-up 

sheet is on the bookcase by the Mission board. Stamped and 

addressed envelopes are provided. 



 

 

Sunday, April 28th 
3:00 p.m. 

Church sanctuary 

Snapshot 
Summary 

   Since his recruitment on the IL Conference Stewardship Ministry in 1991, Larry McCure 

has had a passion for stewardship.  In the years to follow, he studied, attended seminars 

and workshops, and served with the stewardship ministry team and the conference 

ministers.  He especially strived to practice principles of stewardship in his own life.  

One of these principles was a tither in process, a principle he gradually achieved.   

Eventually, Larry became Stewardship Ministry Chair, a position he still holds today.  

Through his involvement with the ministry, Larry has had many “photo opportunities” 

with stewardship programming and helping churches encourage responsible stewards.  

He has had opportunities to create instructional materials, lead workshops for adults and 

youth, and share the message during worship.  His work with stewardship has led him to 

opportunities on the UCC national level as well as in the five associations of the IL 

Conference.    

   During these years, Larry considered “commissioning”.  His interest was particularly 

tweaked by his experiences in the IL Conference CAML and LAMP study programs.   

Finally, in 2018, the encouragement (and strong nudges) from some of his mentors and 

friends “forced” Larry into a decision to pursue commissioning.  It meant commitment to 

a deliberate reading list, study, and a fair amount of writing.  Completed manuscripts 

were submitted to Rev. Eric, EA Minister Rev. Tom Norwalk, and finally to the EA 

Committee on Ministry with whom Larry must meet for a review and Q&A.  All the reading 

and writing has been completed, the manuscripts submitted, and now Larry awaits his 

meeting with the COM  on March 28th.   With the committee’s approval, Larry’s 

commissioning will be in his home church the afternoon of Sunday, April 28th.  Larry 

looks forward to this milestone in his faith journey as a way to deepen his commitment 

to serve the Lord and to acknowledge all those who have helped, mentored, and 

encouraged him by showing faith in his role as a steward.   Good luck, Larry, and God 

bless this next “photo opportunity” to serve the Lord. 



 

 

      

      In a nutshell, commissioning is a 
process of preparation, discernment, 
mentoring, and study.  The process 
is focused on a particular calling,  
passion for serving, and/or area of 
ministry.  The one seeking  
commissioning has demonstrated 

such a calling, passion, or keen interest in 

ministry and is willing to commit to a 

deliberate program of reading, study, and 

written project.  This program is under the guidance and final approval of the local 

church council, a mentor, often the minister in one’s home church, the association 

minister, and the association’s Committee on Ministry.    

      Commissioning is granted by the IL Conference association in which the one is a 

member.  Thus, the Committee on Ministry makes the final approval.  Upon approval, 

the distinction of Commissioned Minister in the chosen ministry is bestowed during a 

celebration of worship usually in one’s home church.  It is an honor, but even more, it 

is a recognition of the person’s commitment to serve with integrity, knowledge, and 

dedication.  It is a formal standing in the association that indicates preparedness, 

validity, and experience. 

       Larry McCure, a member of this congregation, has completed his study program 

for commissioning in the ministry of stewardship.  He has submitted his assigned 

manuscript to the committee and will meet with them for review.  Upon approval, Larry 

will be granted Commissioned Minister in Stewardship by the Eastern Association the 

end of April.   He will follow the late Norma Storey as the second one to be 

commissioned from our congregation.  Norma was a Commissioned Minister in 

Christian Education.  

  Nor ’ easter Music Festival     

April 28  at  3pm 

Join us to hear choirs from the North East As-

sociation UCC and a variety of music perform-

ances while celebrating Larry McCure ’ s  

commissioning  



 

 

   

 NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

SundaySundaySunday   WorshipWorshipWorship   

Attendance:Attendance:Attendance:   

   9:309:309:30   a.m.a.m.a.m.      
   

                        February 3        76February 3        76February 3        76   

               February 10       62February 10       62February 10       62   

               February 17       68February 17       68February 17       68   

               February 24       50February 24       50February 24       50   

                                          

Shopping is so easy when you use gift cards 

from Manna.  There are so many stores, 

restaurants and other businesses listed on the 

order form.  So pick up an order form  on 

the first Sunday of each month and return 

the filled out form and payment on the second Sunday of each 

month.  By doing this you have made your shopping easier and you 

have helped the Church financially.  Thanks for shopping with Manna 

Gift Cards. 

      33  Jennifer AbelJennifer Abel  

      66  Stephanie ManikasStephanie Manikas  

    77  Paige SandstromPaige Sandstrom  

  88  Jack PiccioloJack Picciolo  

  88  Sawyer TerlepSawyer Terlep  

1313  Pat McCurePat McCure  

1313  Patricia Stephen-Patricia Stephen-

sonson--ChanChan  

1616  Cassidy CronholmCassidy Cronholm  

1818  Sam Morgan Sam Morgan   

2121  Cameron SobczakCameron Sobczak  

2222  Amelia FinleyAmelia Finley--LinesLines  

26     Lauren Sobczak26     Lauren Sobczak  

27     Patty Hartshorn27     Patty Hartshorn  

29     Tom Tongue29     Tom Tongue  

30     Jill Smazik30     Jill Smazik  



 

 

      3     Phil Woock                     3     Phil Woock                       

      88  Cindy PeckaCindy Pecka  

    99  Jennifer DusekJennifer Dusek  

  1111  Gayle PrehnGayle Prehn  

  1616  Jack MedemaJack Medema  

2424  Jeni WhiteJeni White  

2525  George ManikasGeorge Manikas  

2727  Don LawDon Law  



 

 

 

All-Church Holiday Craft Festival - 
November 2, 2019 
 

 We have a great group of people who have signed 

up to chair a variety of committees for this 

event.  Table spaces will be 'sold' for $25 each.  A 

variety of crafts and other vendors have already 

been placed on a list.  We will soon have sign up 

sheets available for those who wish to sell their 

crafts, and later, for volunteers in other areas - 

kitchen, bake sale, set-up, etc.  Crafters will be 

asked to donate a $10 - $20 item for the raffle 

table.  We hope that everyone will contribute in 

some way to make this a fun and exciting 

fundraiser.  

 

Co-Chairs - Carrie Worthington and Barb Bonner   

C L A R I F I C A T I O N 
 

POSTING OF COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
The Council Minutes from the monthly 

meetings are posted pending Council 

approval.  This means minutes from the 

previous month are  posted following the 

third Tuesday.  For example, look for the 

March meeting minutes to be posted after 

April 17th. 

 

COUNCIL NEWS POSTINGS 

 

Office Print Room Bulletin Board 

 

Fellowship Hall Bulletin Board 

Craft and Chat 
Spend an evening doing your favorite craft 
while enjoying conversation with others. 
We order dinner in, so we can continue our 
crafting or our chatting. The doors open at 
4:30 pm but come in anytime following. We 
usually order dinner around 6ish. We meet 
upstairs in the classroom. The upcoming 
dates are: Friday, March 29 and Friday 
April 12 
Questions ask Kay Q-B or Pat McCure 



 

 

ROCK MEETS GOD CONCERT 
Music is the soundtrack of our lives: an exciting mix of styles and 
 Emotions that influence and inspire us. But the songs we hear in  
our everyday lives are rarely classical or church music! Think of the 
 movies, events, and concerts you and your loved ones and friends 
 have shared, and you'll find there are many mainstream rock songs 
 that have had a profound influence on your life. 
 
Plan now to join our church's musicians and volunteers from the 
 local music community for a spring concert on  
Sunday April 14, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.   A full rock band with special 
 lighting effects and a few surprises will welcome a wider audience  
into our doors and lift your spirit up.   
We'll spread positive messages and valuable life lessons found in 
 mainstream rock songs you won't hear at church on Sunday morning!    
 
This is a unique chance to extend hospitality and a hearty welcome to 
everyone with a young heart that loves music. We've put together a wide 
variety of music styles and subjects, including classic rock, heavy metal 
and pop, all for the glory of God and an afternoon of fun you'll never forget.  
Invite your family and friends, and bring a suggested donation of $15.  
 
All proceeds will benefit Our Church's Wider Mission. 
If you have any questions about the concert or wish to join us as a singer, 
 musician, or volunteer, please contact John P. Devona, Music Director 
 soon at 630-664-8459 or JPDevona@yahoo.com. 

mailto:JPDevona@yahoo.com


 

 


