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help you; yes, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness. 
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Second-Time Around Basement Sale 

 

May is here and we are now in the process 

of sorting and pricing the items that will 

be in our sale.  Please bring in your items 

as soon as possible.  We also have a sign-

up sheet on the Welcome Table in the 

narthex for volunteers.  Depending on our 

schedules, at least one of us will be at the 

church Monday thru Friday this whole 

month plus the first week in June.  We will 

be working from 10 am until we finish 

with the items that have come in on that 

particular day.  Even if you can only come 

in for an hour or two your help will be 

greatly appreciated.  This year we will 

have the Fellowship Hall and the former 

preschool room to showcase our 

sale.  With this extra space we hope to 

display items in a more appealing way.  

The sale dates are June 6, 7, 8  

 

Jeni, Martha, & Barb  



 

 

From Pastor Eric Quinney-Burnard 

 
I finally got my bike tuned up and I have been bicycling 15 miles 
when I can. It’s nice to be outside once again.  And even though I 
have been using a stationary cycle all winter, these first few weeks of 
outdoor biking will be a little slow and challenging; until I can  
physically get accustom to the routine.  As you read this, which is for 
May and June, the season will beacon all of us to be outside and 
more active; to feel the sun, breeze and the occasional spring rains.  
As nice as it is to get outside after a long, cold winter, it does take 
some adjusting.  In the midst of this two month newsletter we will be 
celebrating the Day of Pentecost, when the Spirit of God blew in like 
a Spring windstorm to empower Jesus’ disciples to begin something 
new, something refreshing and renewing. It took some time for them 
to adjust to this renewed Spring of life, but as time went on much 
happened in the early church. We too are at a point of a Spring  
renewal as disciples, as a church. It will take time and patience to  
adjust, just like the Jesus’ disciples, but in time much can happen in 
today’s church.  We just need to get outside and feel the Spring 
breeze.  

LINCOLN WAY AREA CHORALE 
Spring Concert:  OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE 

 
Sunday, May 5, @ 3:00 p.m. 

Lincoln Way WEST High School 
21701 Gougar Rd., New Lenox 

 
Adults: $18,  Student/Senior: $16 

 
See Dave Knol, Don Law, Jim Stephenson, Evie 

Goltz 



 

 

Sunday School News -  
  
Wow, May is here already and we only have one more program to plan and 
present to you, the congregation.  The children have really worked hard this 
year.  When Pastor Eric first came to the Christian Education Ministry Team 
and presented the idea of the Sunday school presenting a short program 
once a month, none of us were sure how to go about doing such a program, 
especially with the wide range of ages.  But once we got started the students 
became enthusiastic.   
 
In the beginning, we teachers did most of the work - presenting the Bible 
story to the class, doing major prop design, writing scripts.  The 
students have come a long way.  Some were too shy at first to take a 
speaking part.  Now they volunteer to be a certain character with a speaking 
part.  Given choices, they have picked the Bible story to tell and how they 
would present it.  They have begun writing the scripts.   
 
At various times we have had visitors and/or nursery aged children join our 
class.  They have even participated in the presentation of a couple of 
our skits.  Reading from the Bible, preparing a skit and doing coloring and/or 
worksheets that reinforce the Bible story, have all helped to make the class 
more knowledgeable.  
 
We are preparing a special program for our final presentation on May 19.  It 
will involve participation from the congregation.  We hope that you have 
enjoyed the children's hard work this year.  Thank you for your support. 
Randy and Barb 
 
 

 

Report from your Mission Team 
 

This congregation definitely has a heart for mission.  You gave $1245 for the One 

Great Hour of Sharing offering.   

Please bring canned vegetables for the Fish Pantry during the month of May.    



 

 

   

Shopping is so easy when you use gift cards from Manna.  There are 
so many stores, restaurants and other businesses listed on the order 
form.  So pick up an order form  on the first Sunday of each 
month and return the filled out form and payment on the second 
Sunday of each month.  By doing this you have made your shopping 
easier and you have helped the Church financially.  Thanks for 
shopping with Manna Gift Cards. 

  6 Missy Beltrame 

  7 George Gee 

  9 Amy Rutter 

  9 Maria Sandstrom 

12 Shirley Morgan 

14 Janet Knol 

18 Tom Ferry 

19 John Dunkovich 

23 Jim Stephenson  

24 Ken Moyer 

25 Adam White 

 



 

 

Saturday June 1 
 

Outside Clean Up 
Day 

 
Breakfast is at 8am 

 
Bring gloves 

 
 

   2    Abby White                      

   6 Cathy Wilker 

 10 Linda Pecka 

 11 Lee Nelson 

 13 Laura Strong 

 14 Carrie Worthington 

 21   Sandie Rutter 

 23 David Knol 

 26 Stephanie Nienhuis 

 30   Phyllis Krajewski 

 
Craft and Chat 

Spend an evening doing your favorite craft while en-
joying conversation with others. We order dinner in , so 
we can continue our crafting or our chatting. The doors 
open at 4:30 pm but come in anytime following. We 
usually order dinner around 6ish . We meet upstairs in 
the classroom. The upcoming dates are: May 10 and 
June 21 
 
Questions ask Kay Q-B or Pat McCure 



 

 

 

All-Church Holiday Craft Festival - November 2, 2019 
 
 
We are off to a great start with about 10 participants signed up.  There are flyers 
and contracts on the Welcome Table in the narthex.  If you are going to a craft 
show we would appreciate it if you would take flyers and hand them out to 
crafters.  We are looking to fill our spaces with as many hand-crafters as 
possible.  If you know of someone who does crafting and goes to craft shows, 
please take a contract to them.  
 
We have also received contracts from a couple of vendors of non- handcrafted 
items.  Once we have as many spaces filled as possible with hand-crafters, we 
will fill in with the vendors.  We will begin this process in July.  We hope to have a 
total of 35-38 booths available.   
 
Even though it seems like November is a long way off, we need to keep the 
Holiday Craft Festival a top priority.  This project is one of our major fund raisers 
for Our Church's Wider Mission.  It will take all of us, no matter how small an 
input you might give, to make this a success and possibly a yearly event.  With 
the ground work being laid this year, future years will be much easier to plan. 
 
Thank you all for your support of this event. 
 
Carrie and Barb 
 

 

 

 

All of my friends here at First Congregational UCC, 

 

Thank you so much for the cake, well wishes for my retirement, and generous 

gifts I received at coffee hour on Sunday, March 24th. I always enjoyed being 

Secretary in the church office (well, maybe not so much when the computers, 

phones or copier decided not to work sometimes just to aggravate me. ) but I 

always enjoyed being with all of you.  

 

I have come to know you as friends and have missed you all very much the last 

few months. I plan to be back to church more often now to visit and help out 

with some of the exciting events being planned this year. Please feel free to call 

to say 'HI' or 'whatch ya doin'. (815-485-4276 or cell 815-483-7402) 

Sincerely, Linda 



 

 

Summer Meditative Worship Service: the 
first and third Wednesday’s beginning 
June 5th.  
Time: 6:30 pm in the Shalom Room. The focus 
is on six Old Testament Prophetic writings;  
Micah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Habakkuk, Hosea, and 
Lamentations. The themes are Peace, Hope, 
Faith, Forgiveness, Redemption, and Service.  
This is a wonderful reflective time in a busy 
Summer schedule.  Plan to attend.  

Sunday May 12th, The Voices of Appalachia Choir 
from Alice Lloyd College in Pippa Passes, Kentucky 

The Voices of Appalachia will be offering a service of music and song  
during the 9:30 am worship service.  



 

 

August 4th: Outdoor Service 

at Lee and John’s Place 

Planning ahead, we will be 

having an outdoor worship 

service at Lee Rajala’s 

and John Owens place at 

1310 E. Division Street in 

Lockport.  We will have 

worship at 9:30 am and  

following a bar-b-que pot-

luck picnic. If it rains we 

will meet in their barn. 

Watch the eblast and upcom-

ing Sunday announcements 

and posters for details.  

June 9th: Congregational Gathering 

On Sunday, June 9th there will be a one hour congregational gathering 

following an abbreviated worship service.  Worship begins at 9:30 am 

and the gathering at 10:00 am and will conclude at 11:00 am.  We will 

worship and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  The Gathering is a part of 

our process; a time to check in to see how we have progressed in the 

past three years, where we are now and what is next.  You are highly 

encouraged to attend.   



 

 

Notes from the Spiritual Life Ministry  
 
What are the paraments and why do we use different colored paraments?  Ac-
cording to Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, a parament is “an ornamental  
ecclesiastical hanging or vestment.”  During a period known as the “Liturgical 
Movement” in the 1800s and 1900s, there was a renewed interest in the traditions 
of the early church, including the use of both banners and paraments.  
 
The paraments are the cloths draped over the pulpit and the lectern.  These are 
white, red, purple (or violet), and green.  The colors are used to adorn the worship 
space and to call attention to the church season or festival.   
 
White paraments symbolize purity, holiness and virtue, as well as respect and  
reverence.  White is used at Christmas to signify the purity of the Christ child, and 
at Easter to celebrate the joy of Christ’s resurrection.   
 
Red paraments are used on Pentecost, signifying the tongues of fire that descend-
ed on the crowd in Jerusalem.  It is the color of fire and symbolizes the presence of 
God, and can also signify the blood of martyrs.  Red can also be used on  
Reformation Day marking the rebirth of the church.   
 
Purple or violet cloths (ours are purple) can symbolize pain and suffering,  
mourning and penitence, making it the liturgical color for the Lenten season.   
Purple is also the color of royalty, making it the fitting color for Advent and the 
arrival of the coming King. 
 
The green cloths are the most often used and symbolize our growth in faith, as 
well as the renewal of vegetation, living things and the promise of new life.  These 
are used for the season of Epiphany and leading up to the Lenten season.  They 
are again used during “Ordinary Time,” from Trinity Sunday until the beginning 
of Advent.   

Illinois Conference Women's Retreat to be held at Pilgrim Park,  
September 27-28. 
 
This year's theme is "Be the Church: From the Book of Acts to Infinity and Beyond." We will explore the 
New Testament book - the Acts of the Apostles, share how we are the church in its many forms today, 
while wondering what the future holds and what our role can be in shaping what is to come. Join us for a 
23-hour get-a-way to relax while engaging God's Holy Spirit as we reconnect with old friends, make new 
friends, and even bring along some friends. There is plenty of time to unwind, study the Bible in experien-
tial ways, get to know one another, walk the park and/or the labyrinth, take a nap, and shop the great  
selection from Global Villages. Even Jesus needed to get away for a while, and so do you so you can be 
fully present the rest of the time. 
 
Plan ahead and watch for future announcements on Sunday morning, eblast, posters and newsletter.  



 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

 

Sunday, April 28th, in the midst of a wonderful variety of inspirational 

music, Larry McCure was delegated officially Commissioned Minister 

in Stewardship by the Eastern Association of the IL Conference,  

United Church of Christ.  The ceremony and celebration was  

overwhelming and humbling.  Friends and clergy from all over the IL 

Conference were present including Rev. Justo Gonzelez, Interim IL 

Conference Minister and Rev. Tom Norwalk, Eastern Association  

Minister.  Larry’s entire family came from Michigan and as far as 

Bloomington, IL.   

Larry’s faith community contributed to the celebration and supported 

him through the process.  Emotionally inspiring, the afternoon far  

exceeded Larry’s expectations.  It culminated years of service in  

stewardship ministry, memorable mentoring from so many passionate 

ministers and volunteers, and the formal study, preparation, and 

presentation.  Larry credits the clergy encouragement and support of 

many friends in ministry for urging this accomplishment.  He, now,  

appreciates the prayers as he continues as a commissioned servant in 

our local church and throughout the association.  

 

With all my heart, thank you for the love, support, and 

gifts in celebration of my commissioning.  Thank you 

to those who contributed to and served that 

afternoon to make this event memorable and 

so much fun! 

                                                         —Larry McCure 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


