Psalm 42:1 As deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God
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From Pastor Eric Quinney-Burnard

Tangibilem is a Latin word for transformation. There
are 879 different ways to express transformation. Mutatio is Latin for change: There are 7,019 different
ways to express change. Both concepts are somewhat
different but they do intersect in a brief definition: a
new or refreshingly different, where his/her life will
never be the same. A person can have a transformational experience where her/his life will never be the
same. Both
experience some form of letting go and closure while
simultaneously opening and invite opportunities of
creativity and renewal. At times change is intentional
in order to break from an oppressive status quo. Most
times change comes because it is all a part of the
cycle of life. As a congregation we have been journeying through transformation and change; not intentionally but as part of the cycle of the human experience. The changes in the
church office, changes in the music ministry, changes in how we are doing mission
and ministry; our congregation’s change is the result of the cycle of life. For those
who do not live by the faith in the transformational spirit of Jesus Christ, the changes of the human experience are fraught with fear and hopelessness. But a faithful,
faith-filled community will welcome these transformational opportunities because
we are still a part of God’s every evolving (Gospel) Good News to the world. Our
faith is the faith of Abraham when God called him from Ur to transform his life in a
new and refreshingly different way. Our faith is the faith of Moses when God spoke
through a unconsumable flame of a bush where his life will be transformed in a
new and refreshingly different way. The people whose lives were transformed in a
new and refreshingly different way through Jesus’. We are the continuation of
God’s story welcoming our life-cycle changes transforming our lives, faith, ministry in a new and refreshingly different way.

Congregational Gathering: What we have done so far
Our congregational gathering on June 9th was an initial exploration of who we are in
reflection to our Open and Affirming. Here is what we have done so far:
*We believe God calls us, as Children of God, to be all inclusive, welcoming, loving
and open to all people.
*We Believe God calls us to continue learning and to be understanding of others, as
we caringly and without judgement share God’s accepting love with all people.
*We believe God calls us to be active and energetic doers, serving and encouraging,
sharing and giving with equity and fairness.
*We believe God calls us to be, without any judgement, welcoming to all regardless of
who they are.
*We believe God calls us to be each in God's Image, sharing Christ's unconditional
love, Christ as our model, encouraged to share gifts.

Shopping is so easy when you use gift cards
from Manna. There are so many stores,
restaurants and other businesses listed on the
order form. So pick up an order form on
the first Sunday of each month and return
the filled out form and payment on
the second Sunday of each month. By
doing this you have made your shopping

Introducing a new
person in the office…
Karen McKee will be
working in the office.
She is a resident of
Homer Glen along
with her family and
she is a long time
friend of
Stephanie Nienhuis.
She is excited to be
working here and
looks forward to meeting everyone.
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All-Church Holiday Craft Festival
November 2, 2019
We are off to a great start with about 10 participants signed up. There are
flyers and contracts on the Welcome Table in the narthex. If you are going
to a craft show we would appreciate it if you would take flyers and hand
them out to crafters. We are looking to fill our spaces with as many handcrafters as possible. If you know of someone who does crafting and goes
to craft shows, please take a contract to them.
We have also received contracts from a couple of vendors of non- handcrafted items. Once we have as many spaces filled as possible with handcrafters, we will fill in with the vendors. We will begin this process in July. We hope to have a total of 35-38 booths available.
Even though it seems like November is a long way off, we need to keep
the Holiday Craft Festival a top priority. This project is one of our major
fund raisers for Our Church's Wider Mission. It will take all of us, no matter how small an input you might give, to make this a success and possibly
a yearly event. With the ground work being laid this year, future years will
be much easier to plan.
Thank you all for your support of this event.
Carrie and Barb

Craft and Chat
Join us on the following Friday
evenings for a time of fellowship,
crafting, talking and dinner.
Feel free to come for an hour or
stay for a few hours. This time is
designed for you to decide if
you wish to craft, talk and/or just
have dinner with us. Doors
open at 4:30 pm and close
when the last person leaves.
Dates are:
July 19
August 9
September 20

August 4th: Outdoor Service at Lee and John’s Place
Planning ahead, we will be
having an outdoor worship
service at Lee Rajala’s and
John Owens place at
1310 E. Division Street in
Lockport.
We will have worship at 9:30
am and following a
bar-b-que pot-luck picnic.
If it rains we will meet in their barn.
Watch the eblast and upcoming Sunday announcements and posters
for details.

Our Congregation has been accepted into the TRIRC Programs in the Illinois Conference
BENEFITS FOR CONGREGATIONS AND PASTORS
Thriving Pastors in Revitalizing Congregations (TPIRC) funded by the Lilly Endowment
This five-year initiative will help 45 Pastors thrive and provide resources for their congregations to be vital by offering the following benefits (one Pastor and 3-5 lay leaders per
congregation).
PASTOR’S RECEIVE (all paid for by TPIRC/Lilly):
· Monthly one-hour coaching by a professional trained Clergy Coach who will listen and
ask key questions to assist the Pastor be effective in their work with the congregation
· Participation in a monthly (10 months annually) Clergy Community of Practice (CCOP)
group for learning and support
· An exchange of new ideas critical to faithful congregational leading at a focused topical 2
-day Annual Learning Summit
· Connecting, exchange of ideas and practical application of strategies for church vitality at
two one day Cohort gatherings annually, of 8-9 TPIRC churches, geographically proximate
· Networking opportunities for an ongoing exchange of ideas, strategies and support
through on-line and in person gatherings
PASTOR’S COMMIT
· To the monthly coaching process and participation in the CCOP group
· To participate in the Annual Learning Summit and the congregational Cohort gatherings
· To be in covenant with the congregation they serve to bring new ideas, strategies and
tools for faithful revitalization
· To a faithful prayer life
CONGREGATIONS RECEIVE (all paid for by TPIRC/Lilly)
· A Pastor who is thriving
· New revitalization ideas, strategies and tools at the Annual Learning Summit
· Connections with other local TPIRC churches for exchanging and networking at semiannual Cohort gatherings
· Networking with other congregational leaders online and in person through the TPIRC
network
CONGREGATIONS COMMIT
· To participate in the TPIRC Annual Learning Summit and the semi-annual Cohort gatherings
· To covenant with their Pastor and the entire congregation to openly exchange ideas and
strategies for spiritual and programmatic revitalization, and listen to the guidance of the
Holy Spirit

Women’s Retreat
Hope you have your calendars handy and will register for
this year's Illinois Conference Women's Retreat to be held at
Pilgrim Park, September 27-28.
There's a song called, "I Am the Church," whose refrain also tells us we are the church together, all of
us who follow Jesus. This year's theme is "Be the Church: From the Book of Acts to Infinity and Beyond." We will explore the New Testament book - the Acts of the Apostles, share how we are the
church in its many forms today, while wondering what the future holds and what our role can be in
shaping what is to come.
Join us for a 23-hour get-a-way to relax while engaging God's Holy Spirit as we reconnect with old
friends, make new friends, and even bring along some friends. There is plenty of time to unwind, study
the Bible in experiential ways, get to know one another, walk the park and/or the labyrinth, take a nap,
and shop the great selection from Global Villages. Even Jesus needed to get away for a while, and so do
you so you can be fully present the rest of the time.
This is a time for you to renew, relax and re-energize. You decide if you want to participate in the program, take a walk or take a nap. The goal is for everyone to participate as they wish.
Check in is from 4 – 6 pm with dinner at approximately 6 pm. The program concludes between 3 and 4
on Saturday. For more information or to carpool call Kay Quinney-Burnard, 508-330-7024.
You must register yourself through one of these formats (Kay cannot register for you)
http://ilucc.org/outdoor-ministries/
Click on Outdoor Ministries Website
Click on Outdoor Ministries
Click on Summer Camp Information
Click on Online registration
Or: Call the camp at 815/447-2390

Invitation to Church
Have you ever noticed that when someone
really likes something they will invite others too:
A restaurant
A movie
A store
A concert or musical
A television show
A Youtube video
When was the last time you told someone about
AND invited them to come to church with you?

Alice Lloyd College Choir

Adam’s Confirmation

CE Drama

Basement Sale

Dave and Janet’s Grandson,
Peter

Sue Knox Preaching

