All of you together are Christ’s body.

I Corinthians 12:27

We believe we exist to impact our world through God’s Love.

First Congregational United Church of Christ
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In-Person worship in the
church sanctuary, Sundays, 9:30 am

Pastor’s Message

Page 2

2021 Graduates

Pages 3,4

Mission Opportunity

Page 6

Worship

Pages 10,11

Grilling Community

Page 14

Access also on YouTube

CONTACT
700 E. Ninth Street
Lockport, IL 60441
www.LockportUCC.org

UNIQUE

OPPORTUNITY
WHETHER
NEAR OR FAR

www.Facebook.com/lockportilucc
Phone: 815-838-2091
leave a detailed message for a call back

Fax: 815-838-6541

STAFF
Pastor Brenda Clark
Zach Zegar, Custodian

Learn about this program
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There is a praise chorus from the
1990’s of which I am particularly fond.
It is called, “God Will Make a Way.”
Here are the words:

Isaiah 43: 15-19
15

I am the Lord, your Holy One,
the Creator of Israel, your King.
16
Thus says the Lord,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
17
who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a
wick:
18
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
19
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

God will make a way, where there
seems to be no way.
God works in ways we cannot see. God
will make a way for me.
God will be my guide hold me closely
by God’s side.
With love and strength for each new
day, God will make a way. God will
make a way.

It may be that we never “get back to
normal” again. At least not the normal
we knew before the pandemic. It
helps me to remember that God will
make a way even when there seems to
be no way.

Blessings, Pastor Brenda
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God Bless You
I know the plans I have for you, says the
Lord. Plans for good...to give you a
future and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:11
Brooke A. Bolerjack
Graduate of Einstein Academy and Elgin Community College
Granddaughter of Jim and Sharon Bolerjack
Attending Lake Forest College in the fall
Nicholas Bolerjack
Eighth Grade Graduate from Einstein Academy
Grandson of Jim and Sharon Bolerjack
Claire Elaine Cooper
BS in Finance from University of Illinois Chicago
Granddaughter of Sandy Pendola
Abigail Morgan
BS in Early Childhood Education from St. Xavier University
Daughter of Joe and the late Shirley Morgan
Jared Nienhuis
Lockport Township High School
Son of Stephanie and Mark Nienhuis
Attending Joliet Junior College in the fall
Liliana Terlep
Hickory Creek Middle School Frankfort
Daughter of Julie and Matthew Terlep
Granddaughter of Olivia and the late Silas Ellingson
Attending Lincoln-Way East High School in the fall

Congratulations continue to Page 4
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Adam White
High School Home School Graduate

Son of Jeni and Steve White
Attending Joliet Junior College in the fall; pursuing Chemical Engineering
Joshua White
Son of Jeni and Steve White

Associate Degree from Joliet Junior College
Son of Jeni and Steve White
Attend ing Aurora University in the fall; pursuing Psychology and Homeland Security

To Know All is To Forgive All

Poem by Nixon Waterman

If I knew you and you knew me—
If both of us could clearly see,

Our thoughts would pleasantly agree

And with an inner sight divine

If I knew you and you knew me.

The meaning of your heart and mine—

As each one knows one’s own self, we

I’m sure that we would differ less

Could look at each other in the face

And clasp our hands in friendliness;

And see therein a truer grace.

Contribute art to Expressions of Faith:
psm1122kipper@gmail.com
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A unique summer reading program using Bible study designed with
flexibility, convenience, and a helpful format based on Read, Interpret,
Apply.

Presented on Video!!
The video sessions space about every other week allowing time to
view the session at personal convenience and read as time allows.
Videos can be accessed at any time after the date of posting.
Approximate Schedule of Video Postings:
www.facebook.com/lockportilucc — also YouTube
Video Sessions
June 3rd

Introduction to the Reading Program
Helpful Background about the Bible

June 17th

Part I: Read The Moses Story-Infancy to Manhood

June 30th

Part II: Read The Moses Story-Called to Lead

July 8th

Part I: Interpret the Moses Story

July 22nd

Part II: Interpret the Moses Story

August 12th

Part I: Apply the Moses Story
Special Sharing Session via ZOOM

August 26th

Part II: Apply the Moses Story

Video presentations are led by Pat McCure.
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Notes from your MISSION TEAM

The Little Free Pantry
Our pantry has been moved just outside the front door of the church
and is stocked with groceries ready to be used. Now we need one

volunteer per week to check the pantry and restock when needed.
You may sign up by contacting Jeni White at
malloryjeni11@gmail.com or 815-573-7860.

Jeni will send instructions to you, so it will be easy.
Please help us with this project.

Our next 5 for 5 offering is Strengthen the Church and will be taken during the
month of June. You have received the offering envelopes in your mail along with
information about why this is a very important offering. Please make your checks
payable to the church and note in the memo that it is for this fund.

DON’T FORGET!
Save your plastic bottle caps (any color). They are used to make chairs for schools.
Save all aluminum pull tabs (from pop, soup and other cans). These are to support
Ronald McDonald House.
You may put them in the containers on the bookshelves in the narthex or in the bin at
the back door of the church.
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Greetings ~ from the Mission Ministry
The Mission Team is looking for people to serve on a weekly basis as Micro Pantry Monitors. As
we are not gathering in the church building as frequently as we used to, it is even more important
to have someone keeping an eye on the Micro Pantry during the week. To sign up please email
or call Jeni White at malloryjeni11@gmail.com OR 815-573-7860.
Pantry Monitor Schedule
The assigned week starts on Sunday and ends on Saturday. Check the Micro Pantry on Sunday. If needed, add items from the Micro Pantry storage shelf, located in the area by the elevator
off of the Narthex, across from the sanctuary. We will also have cleaning wipes available. Please
wipe off the door handles. Then, check on the Micro Pantry one or two times during the week.
Pantry Monitor Responsibilities
1) Make sure that the items in the Micro Pantry are in good condition for our community members. If

you find something that is expired or has been opened, please remove the item and safely dispose of it. Also, our Micro Pantry is not refrigerated. Please remove any items that are not shelf
stable and require refrigeration. From time to time people may place fresh produce in our Micro
Pantry. Please use your judgement with this. Remove any fresh items that are rotting or look like

they are close to it.
2) Make sure that the items in the Micro Pantry are safe for our community members. If you find
items, such as disposable razors, aspirin, vitamins, or any other medications, please remove the item

and safely dispose of it.
3) Make sure that the items in the Micro Pantry are arranged in an appealing manner. If anything has
spilled in or around the Micro Pantry, please clean up as needed.
Please note, monitors may need to refill the Micro Pantry during the week. If a monitor has access to the church during the week, add items from the Micro Pantry storage shelf or donate items
from home. Also check the donation box at the BACK DOOR of the church. Any items in the box
can be put into the Micro Pantry as well.

Contacts
For assistance or to report a concern or to volunteer.
Jeni White — 815-573-7860
Elaine Rutter — 815-838-6860
Sandie & Mark Rutter — 815-325-0124
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Serving

Giving

In addition to in-church worship, programs, staffing, and building expenses listed in our
budget, these are mission opportunities reaching far beyond our own “backyard” that you
may be able to include in your giving. Mission Ministry also makes opportunities available
that reach the local community, state, national, and global levels.
~~ IL Conference Outdoor Ministries: https:/outdoorministries.campbraingiving.com.
information and updates, contact Larry McCure.

For more

~~ Our Church’s Wider Mission: Send donations to the church; mark contribution OCWM. This
extends our church mission locally as well as national and world efforts. For more information,
contact Sandie Rutter, Mission co-chair.
~~ FISH Pantry: Food donations deliver to the site; monetary mail to the address. Lockport Fish
Food Pantry, 1463 S. Farrell Rd., Lockport, IL 60441. For more information call 815-888-3543.
~~ Resource Center:
For details about donations and sales and hours call 815-838-9615.
Location: 944 N. State St., Lockport.

Job Opening
The search continues for an Administrative Assistant in our church office: part time,
involving office organization, clerical duties with some bookkeeping. Need a good
understanding of and experience with Microsoft Office, especially Word and Publisher,
and QuickBooks. Contact Church Moderator Gayle Prehn at 815-671-0551 or
prehnrn@comcast.net
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What are our ministries planning—implementing—achieving—celebrating?
This
column shares highlights from the ministry as reported in the minutes from their
latest monthly meetings
SPIRITUAL LIFE MINISTRY

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION and
COMMUNICATION MINISTRY

The CCLI+ License allowing the use of
copyrighted music has been upgraded. Lee
is working on worship projected on narthex
monitor. It would give an alternative to
those with infants and toddlers attending
worship.
Announcement scroll before
worship was considered too lengthy and will
be cut to 5-7 minutes. Tech crew needs
volunteers to substitute especially when Lee
and Karen are away. Outside projection will
discontinue after Pentecost.

With the opening of the church for worship
and gathering, space is available in the
lobby (narthex) for parents with infants and
toddlers. Nursery remains closed for
immediate future. Bible study for summer is
available via video from church Facebook
page. Children are welcome in worship.
Once a month in July and August children
gather for a story time followed by special
activities and or crafts. Dates announced in
weekly eBlasts. Fall plans in the making
kick off on Sunday, September 12th.

Those serving: Barb Finley, Sue Knox,
Janet Knol, Larry McCure, Carol Piccolo,
Lee Rajala.

Those serving: Barb Bonner, Pat McCure,
Randy Strong, Julie Terlep.

MISSION MINISTRY
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

One Great Hour of Sharing offering
totaled $955. Mail has been lacking from
our sponsor child; Elaine will update.
Mini Pantry installed and dedicated on
May 23rd. Blanket collection totaled
$760 (76 blankets). Taft School contact
for ways to help. Considering a summer
pop-up food distribution.

Pledges are current for 2021 but down 28%
in number from a year ago. Lee has done
maintenance jobs and re-wiring sanctuary
for sound/projection. Computer updates are
in process. Zak continues to do weekly
walk throughs and cleaning. Mini pantry will
be moved from narthex to location in front
on May 22nd.

Those serving:
Elaine Rutter, Sandy
Rutter, Evie Goltz, Phyllis Huffman, Jill
Smazik, Sandy Pendola, Jean Waechter,
Jeni White

Those serving: Mark Rutter, Lee Rajala,
Rick Cronholm, George Manikas, David
Knol.

TPIRC Revitalization Team
Team met June 9th to begin a study of demographic statistics. The original plan to peruse
stats from a 20-mile radius was reduced to a more manageable 7-10 miles. This data can help
identify community needs and how to respond. The book Power Surge is being studied.

Team: Larry McCure, Jill Smazik, Stephanie and Mark Nienhuis, Phyllis Huffman, Gayle
Prehn, Pastor Brenda, mentor.
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We are the body of Christ

Worship

connected in spirit wherever

matter where life takes us.

every

week...no

we may be.

Sunday Mornings

Live streaming from the Sanctuary

9:30 a.m.

Sundays

9:30 a.m.

Church Sanctuary

Also on YouTube.

The comfort and safety of worshippers is a

Live streaming allows worshipping at the

high priority. Please exercise what is within

regular time on Sunday mornings or as it

a personal comfort level and respect the

fits individual work schedules and summer

comfort level of others in greeting, passing

travel plans.

the peace, seating, and socializing. Mask-

Communion is every first Sunday of the

ing, shaking hands, hugging is left to the

month.

discretion of the worshipper. Waving, fist

etc. ready to participate in this part of the

and elbow bumping is perfectly acceptable.

service.

Worshippers are encouraged to bring smart

Announcements are posted prior to the start

phones and/or tablets to worship, connect

of worship. Arrange to “tune in” about 15

with fellow worshippers in-person and on-

Have a small drink and cracker,

minutes before Sunday morning worship

line, open copy of order of worship.

begins. Prayers, readings, and songs are

Please remember to silence the devices

posted during service.

while in the sanctuary.

The order of worship including prayers,

Communion every first Sunday of the

readings, and songs is also attached to the

month.

Wednesday eBlast.

Announcements, prayers, readings, songs

Sunday

are projected.

encouraged to text friends and family during

Children are welcome. An area in the lob-

the Passing of the Peace, even those

by (narthex) is available for parents with

attending in-person worship.

infants and toddlers as is a rocker and

invites to folks to join on-line.

reading area in the rear of the sanctuary.

10

morning

worshippers

are

Also text

In-person worship opened in
May. There are changes—
folks missed, limitations—but
the Spirit is alive as ever!

Communion
by
disposable kit, but
the Spirit is alive
as ever!

Our light is
still bright
and
the Spirit is
alive
as
ever!

Physical touch is restrained but the spirit is
alive as ever.
Seating widens
apart but the
Spirit is alive as
ever.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are needed as door greeters,
ushers, liturgists, and hosts.

Also, the

tech crew

is

in need of volunteers

especially

as substitute relief. Contact

United Church of Christ General
Synod

Pastor Brenda, Lee Rajala from the ReOpening

Committee,

or

Barb

First-Ever Virtual

Finley,

Spiritual Life Ministry Chair.

July 11-18
Reports and updates from the national
committees, ministries, and leadership

Larry McCure, Pastoral Intern, leads

Music Workshops

worship and shares the message on

Sunday, July 11th. Planning and leading

Every two years representatives from
UCC conferences across the country
gather with members and friends of the
UCC to celebrate, educate, and participate
in worship and future planning. 2021 is
the first time Synod will be conducted
online.
Check out the venues and get
registration info.:

worship is one of the goals in his
internship

plan

required

for

Worship

the

Certificate of Pastoral Ministry through

the School for Ministry.

https://www.generalsynod.org

Stronger Together
Wednesdays at 3:00 pm
Weekly conversations sponsored by the
IL Conference featuring a key speaker from
the conference or national level.

Children’s Summer Events
July and August Sundays will be posted
in the weekly eBlast announcing those

Connect with computer or phone

dates when children gather for story time

Zoom_cm_fo42anktZ9vvrZo4_mluDPCtR6RKlS6b4T+yd7Hk5qzIQ6YZPXhR@SSUVEBot8V32Fc38_k91
9f09cdc32a64a4_

at the start of worship followed by
activities/crafts.

Thank you to Barb

Bonner and Randy Strong for sponsoring

Meeting ID: 899 3000 2174

these events.

Passcode: 965913
Dial by location: 1-312-626-6799

12

Memorial Service

Summer Bible Study

For James Stephenson, Jr., who passed

An innovative approach to Bible is

away last year during the pandemic

offered as a series of six videos spread

planned

through the summer and available on the

for

Wednesday,

June

30th.

church Facebook Page and YouTube.

Details announced in weekly eBlast.

The story of Moses is the featured topic.

Snail Mail Ministry
Since March, 2020, 15-13 households received a weekly mailing of newsletter, order of
worship, meditation, and occasional seasonal materials and devotions plus monthly
Guide and Council minutes.
This mailing accommodates those without internet
access.
With the advent of in-person worship, several recipients are returned to
church. A survey in May asked those continuing to need the mailing to make that
known. CEC Ministry suggested the Snail Mail Ministry reduce to twice a month for
those who are not able to attend worship or live stream. This cuts the list to about six
households. Thanks to Pat McCure for composing the contents and to both Pat and
Larry McCure for compiling and mailing the past 52 weeks or more!

CRAFT ’N CHAT
Third Fridays
June 18th & July 16th
Starting at 5:00 p.m.
Crafters and those just wanting to chat gather in the parlor. The time
is flexible; the evening casual. Stay for the evening or come for a while.
There is an option to “order out” and eat together around 6:00 pm.
Most of all it is a fun time to be with friends, make new friends, and
invite friends.
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JUNE Birthdays

JULY Birthdays

Abigail White

June 6

Sandy Pendola

July 4

Cathy Wilker

June 6

Sharon Bolerjack

July 8

Lee Nelson

June 11

Barbara Wyne

July 8

Laura Strong

June 13

Bill Hartgrove

July 11

Carrie Worthington June 14

Signa Anderson

July 14

Mindy Stratemeyer June 17

Barb Finley

July 14

Sandra Rutter

June 21

Doris Medema

July 15

David Knol

June 23

Samantha Strong

July 16

Stephanie Nienhuis June 26

Gianna Beltrame

July 23

Phyllis Krajewski

Barb Bonner

July 24

Jared Terlep

July 24

Grayson Beltrame

July 26

Mark Rutter

July 26

Olivia Sandstrom

July 27

Wilson Brenningmeyer

July 28

Janet Centano

July 30

Recipe
for
Grilling
Community
Give us today the
food we need.

June 30



Mix pounds of love and compassion



Add cups of generosity and hospitality



Season with laughter, joy, and a sense of
purpose



Pile on slices of sharing and support



Place in a warm, fresh atmosphere of
acceptance



Serve one another!

Matthew 6:11

©2021 Besst Martin

14

Prayer

Send prayer requests to be included in Sunday worship
Joys and Concerns by Saturday, noon to Pastor Brenda.
Email pastorbrendaucc@gmail.com or call 269-873-6732.

Page
prayers for...
** The steady decline in COVID cases and transmission and the vaccination process.

** The safe, responsible “opening” of society after months and months of restrictions.
** Health care workers and first responders, especially Jean Waechter, Chris Moffett, all others
from our congregation, and Jill Smazik’s niece, Nurse Renae Wille.
** Students, teachers, bus drivers, school staff , especially teachers Kim and Alan Bean, Jennifer
Dusek, Carin Cooper, Julie Terlep, Jessica Alltop and bus driver Jan Wille. Regain strength and
energy this summer!
** Pastoral Interns serving at FCCL, Pat and Larry McCure and their supervisor, Pastor Brenda.
** Those who are lonely, isolated, afraid, depressed, and suffering with mental illness.

** The IL Conference Outdoor Ministry challenges for the future of the camps forced to close
during the pandemic.
** Our church ministries, leaders, pastor, and staff. Our TPIRC team.
** Summer, 2021—those traveling and with vacation plans; safe gatherings, events, and
festivals; peace and calm in those neighborhoods and areas with violence and unrest
** Prayers for—
Martha Hartgrove with health and family challenges;

Elaine Rutter’s sister Francis

undergoing cancer treatment, Cathy R. diagnosed with cervical cancer, .
** Prayers for healing, hope, and guidance for church family and friends:

Kaylie A.,

Lindsey W., George M.’s mom, Signa A.’s friend Diane, Audi M., Charlotte S, Jan B., Vivian
Rose
** Prayers of thanksgiving and joy for

George Gonzalez receiving heart and kidney

transplants and for his steady recovery, the success of the Little Free Food Pantry.

Shalom Prayer Circle
Third Thursday, June 17, 6:30 pm
July: check weekly eBlast
Personal reflection and sharing in prayer

15

In lieu of the weekly opportunities to photograph worship, fellowship, and
events, we are calling for photos to be submitted to the “Picture Page” in the
Guide. Email photos: office@lockportucc.org or Pat—
psm1122kipper@gmail.com
Please suggest a title and/or caption.

Post
Pandemic

In-Person
Worship
June 13,

2021

PrePandemic
In-Person
Worship
June 16,
2013
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Next issue of The Guide is
August
Deadline for entries:
July 30th

In transition…
In transition, Christian Education and Communication Ministry is overseeing the
weekly eBlast and monthly Guide using the email of Pat McCure, Acting Editor. Please
be advised to watch for church email communication from her address during the
transition to fill the office position: psm1122kipper@gmail.com
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