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Church Covenant
First Congregational Church of Lockport UCC
Revised in January 2022
On October 16th, 25-30 of us met on Zoom and in the Fellowship Hall to take steps
to move into the future with a new covenant relationship between members and
friends of First Congregational Church in Lockport, Illinois, United Church of Christ.
To ensure we become the congregation we want to become, we commit to:

COVENANT
VOTED ON BY THOSE PRESENT
1. Be welcoming & forgiving (not criticizing).
2. See the other person's point of view.
3. I will make an effort to meet people I don’t know and learn more about them.
4. Pray on things.
5. Implement prayerful discernment...discern God’s will.
6. Focus on God & the future vision of what we want (not the past).
7. Offer grace to self & others.
8. I will go to the person I have a concern with (no triangulation).
9. When challenged, I will stop, listen, not raise my voice, and not use poor body language.
10. I will thank people who are doing a good job and putting in effort.
11. I will let go of the past and back off my wants and listen to what God wants.
12. If engaged in an intense discussion I will not use judgmental words.

BOUNDARIES
WAYS TO RESPOND WHEN ANY ITEMS OF COVENANT ARE BROKEN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

When challenged to control myself, I will take a timeout.
When indicated, I will commit to apologizing for my behavior.
I will offer grace & forgiveness.
I will try to get to the root of the concern/problem.
I will be accepting of change.
If I witness something inappropriate, I will stand up/intervene by pausing the situation
in an effort to mitigate the conflict.
7. I will own my own words.
8. I will own my personality.

Summer Worship,
Pulpit Supply & Planning
A humorous comment, but also thought provoking, is God does not take a vacation. As
this is very true, God is also with us…always, everywhere. So, perhaps, as we vacation so
does God! Yet, wherever we are, God deserves our praise.
The church encourages the faith community to make worship an important part of
summer plans…including travel. Even on vacation plan to worship either in a personal
way or by visiting churches. Pastor Brenda and the McCure’s will be glad to help you
find if a UCC church is located at your vacation site.
Our church holds worship every Sunday throughout the summer. Pastor Brenda leads
worship each Sunday except during her scheduled vacation. These dates are Sundays,
July 3rd and July 10th. On these Sundays, Pat and Larry McCure will lead worship as
Pastoral Assistants.
The Worship Planning team continues to meet through the summer. These meetings
are open to those interested in designing worship for a season or for a duration.
Summer offers a great opportunity to become involved since it is a time when we “take
time” to plan ahead. The team will be using summer to create a worship schedule
extending into 2023. The first and primary time is on Monday, June 27th at a “dinner
meeting”. We will meet at 6:00 pm at the church to share a meal and plan. The meeting
will also be hybrid for those who prefer—dinner on your own!

YOU ARE INVITED!!
JOINT MINISTRY PLANNING WORSHIP YEAR 2022-23
The Worship Planning Team extends an invite to ministry and Council leaders to join in
planning worship into 2023. Please RSVP to Pastor Brenda or Pat McCure by
Wednesday, June 22nd.
Monday, June 27th, 6:00 pm in the Church Parlor or Hybrid
In-church participation includes dinner – online participants plan to eat with us!
The Worship Planning Team continues to meet once a week. This special planning time
focuses on creating a long-range schedule of worship themes and observances so the
team’s work is not limited to Sunday by Sunday. As much as their goal is to design
worship by appealing to the senses and offering a variety to engage everyone, it
becomes a challenge and a chore to be under the pressure of a weekly schedule.
Having a long-range schedule will enable more creativity, the time to prepare and
implement, and hopefully involve more participation. The team values input from the
church leaders.

A SPIRITUAL SIDE TO SUMMER- FROM PAT MCCURE, PASTORAL ASSISTANT
What do most of us associate with summer? Summer travel, leisure, outdoors,
nature, gardens, water…fun? The season has many special meanings and
opportunities. It is a time when we seek to work less and enjoy life more. Or at least
the season holds this goal. It is certainly the shortest season(!) squeezed between two
weekends honoring Memorial Day and Labor Day. Maybe the defined duration of
summer makes the season so precious. Maybe it is the desire to break from routine,
deadlines, and responsibility. Summer seems to give permission to let go, to live it up,
to take time to smell the hot dogs!
One common association with summer is the sun. In our hemisphere the sun is at its
prime. The sun extends daylight over nighttime. The sun is its brightest and its
warmest, and we bask in it. In the sunshine, we feel more positive. The sun shining
makes everything more special. We feel the motivation to accomplish almost anything
when the sun shines upon us.
All these associations and more make summer a favorite season. All that summer
offers in the way of rest, travel, and fun is important to our physical and mental well
being. Often, plans for these intents are made well in advance. Yet, equally important
is the side of summer which associates with the spiritual.
Summer inspires a unique opportunity to be in touch with God. The array of colors,
the blue sky, the cloud formations, the breeze, the earthy smells, the sounds of
nature are all more pronounced in summer. Summer bids us to stop…or at least
pause. Summer shows us the splendor of God, the majesty of God and invites us to
praise God in God’s natural sanctuary—to worship God in God’s temple.
This summer experience the season from “both sides now”. Take personal time,
enjoy, kick back…but do so in awe, reverence, and appreciation of our Amazing God.
Summer is thought in terms of three months. Here are three scripture to inspire the
spiritual side of summer:
Psalm 84
This psalm is one of 150 included in the Bible. It is part of Book 3 of the five books
dividing the psalms. It is labeled a “pilgrim’s song” appropriate for summer travelers
whether extended or for a day. It is about singing and worshipping God—possibly
originally recited on journey to the temple. So, the psalm is also appropriate as a
means of worshipping God in God’s natural temple.
Verse for June: For the Lord God is a sun and shield. God bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly. Ps. 84:11 NRSV

Isaiah 60:19-20 NRSV
Isaiah is one of the books of Major Prophets in the Old Testament. Isaiah is the name
on the book but it is believed several writers contributed its content. The prophets’
message warned God’s people to repent, mend their ways, restore relationship with
God. The book also conveys hope which is encouraging even under current
circumstances.
Verses for July:
19 The sun shall no longer be our light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give
light to you by night;[a] but the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will
be your glory. 20 Your sun shall no more go down, or your moon withdraw itself; for
the Lord will be your everlasting light. Romans 1:20 NLT
This New Testament book is a letter to an early church in Rome. It is attributed to
Paul who established many of the first churches. Paul’s letters encouraged but also
disciplined the early churches in the attempt to keep them faithful. This verse is part
of a critical passage but these isolated words also sum the presence of God especially
in nature.
Verse for August:
For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through
everything God made, they can clearly see God’s invisible qualities—God’s eternal
power and divine nature.

RECORDINGS…AT YOUR CONVENIENCE!!
The ability to record is a wonderful convenience offered by the church staff and tech
volunteers. Not only is Bible study recorded but stored in YouTube are numerous
opportunities to keep current with worship and church events. The Lenten workshops on
Hospitality, the Maundy Thursday worship, the special meetings with Spiritual Coach
Brandyn Simmons on church revitalization are just some of the offerings in addition to Bible
study. In the comfort of our homes at the day and hour that works best for us, we can
worship and participate in the ongoing events of the church.
Summer continues Bible 101, a basic introduction to God’s Word focusing on the Old
Testament and led by Pastor Brenda. The sessions are presented via zoom on Thursday
evenings at 6:30 pm: June 9th & June 16th. The link is posted in the weekly eBlast and can
be accessed by phone or computer. Even if you have an extensive knowledge of scripture,
these sessions are fun, with lively conversation, and the potential of learning still new facts
about this precious book.
The series began the beginning of May. These are recorded and can be accessed from
YouTube; the link appears in the church Facebook page.

SUMMER CALENDAR

Prayer
Partners

meets Saturdays all
summer long at 8:30am

Children’s Program
on Summer Break
June 5th-September 4th
(see eBlast for alternative options)

Youth Class will meet Sundays,
June 19th, July 17th & August 21st

TPIRC Energizers with
All Church Coach Brandyn Simmons
Sessions 10am-12pm on Saturdays,
7/23 and 8/20

Strengthen
the Church
Special Offering
June 5thJune 26th
Additional summer Bible Study
dates will be announced soon!

June 5th Pentecost Sunday
June 7th 9am CWA Brunch at Elaine's
June 9th 6:30pm Bible 101 Study
June 16th Bible 101 Study
June 17th 6pm Craft n' Chat on Zoom
dates to
June 19th Father's Day, Juneteenth
remember
and the Youth Class meets
June 25th 65th Anniversary of the United Church of Christ
June 26th Open and Affirming Sunday
June 27th 6pm Joint Ministry/Worship Planning
June 14th
through
September 4th

Fall Program Opens
Celebration Sunday,
September 11th

Upcoming TPIRC Events
Mark your calendar!! Our TPIRC team have some exciting offers for the faith community!! TPIRC,
the team exploring ways to revitalize and grow as a faith community, plans some exciting offers
for 2022. The first opportunity, fueled by our Stewardship program Marks of Discipleship, delves
into what puts vitality into churches looking to grow in new directions and appeal to the
unchurched. These offerings have been presented as proposal to Council which has approved
eight energizers for this year. Rev. Brandyn Simmons, who impressed us with his expertise and
enthusiasm last fall, will facilitate each energizer. The opportunities to make a difference will be
engaging, fun, and yet aimed at building community and deepening faith. Attendance will be in
person or by zoom. The first three are scheduled for late winter and spring. These are designed
to heal as well as harness the energy of healthy, compassionate, and authentic conflict. More in
depth descriptions including dates and times are listed below:
Values, Mission, Vision: The True Self of the Congregation July 23 10:00 am – noon with
refreshments
Sadly, few churches know who they are. Most organizations create mission, vision, and value
statements that become obsolete as soon as they are printed or the plaque is placed on the
boardroom wall. The congregation, the neighborhood, the times, and every contextual factor is
constantly in a state of flux. In this time together, I will coach you to discover your True Self/ Core
Values. These values will become the anchor statement that will always remain constant. Then, we
will come up with a set of mission QUESTIONS and vision QUESTIONS that you can ask yourself at
any time to ensure you are always headed in the right direction. This prevents you from having to
make a complete stop and reset, for as it is said, it is always easier to steer a moving vessel.
Appreciative Inquiry 4 sessions
August 20 10:00 am – noon with refreshments
TBA 10:00 am – noon with refreshments
TBA 10:00 am – noon with refreshments
TBA 10:00 am – noon with refreshments
Rather than seeking out problems to solve, Appreciative Inquiry focuses on what is already going
well and looks for ways to build on it. Through appreciative interviewing in small groups, the
congregation comes to understand its story and therefore, each individual’s role in that story.
From that place of realization, you are equipped to take the next step of intentionally co-creating a
future with God to become the church you envision. Also, rather than being just another initiative,
it is intended to build on what is already happening and connect the dots between existing
committees and projects.

It is imperative that all members and friends of our church make every effort to participate -in
person is preferred. The meetings will be hybrid and held on Zoom and in those cases when you
are not able to attend; a recording will be available.

Have
a prayer
request?

*PERSONAL PRAYER REQUESTS ARE
SHARED AT WORSHIP ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS AND IN THE WEEKLY
EBLAST. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR
BRENDA OR THE CHURCH OFFICE*

Prayer Partners – Summer
As indicated by worship prayer time and the weekly eBlast prayer list, needs and
issues and hardships do not take the summer off. Nor do the Prayer Partners
meeting faithfully on Saturday morning since mid October last year. A small
number gather weekly in the parlor at 8:30 am to spend approximately forty
minutes concentrating on prayer. They are “joined” by several praying from their
homes. A good portion of this time is given to praying over the current prayer list
and for the church; the minister, staff, leadership; the wider church; the UCC
camps; world peace; unity; equality.
Summer is a good time for taking on something new especially when many routine
commitments lessen or cancel. How about becoming a partner in prayer for a few
weeks? Participation can be in person or on zoom. The link is in the weekly eBlast.
The meeting is early on Saturday to accommodate those who work weekdays and
a day busy with personal plans.
Although the format changes from time to time, a sample session is shared to give
an idea of what a morning entails. The partners make every effort to pray for the
church and the needs of members and friends and at the same time observe a
time limit.
This format is generally followed to explore new approaches to prayer, to bring
the participants into a spirit of prayer, to include the prayer list, and to keep the
session on track. Larry McCure leads the format.
Please see a sample lesson on the next page.
The lesson is Session 26. Session's Purpose: Prayer "timing"
GUIDING SCRIPTURE: Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. Where two or
three are gathered together in My name, I am in the midst of them. Matt. 18:20

THIS MORNING’S SCRIPTURE:
At just the right time, I [God] heard you.
I Corinthians 6:2a NLT
This scripture is only half of the verse Paul is writing to the Corinthians. He is
repeating God’s promise to Israel found in Isaiah 49:8. God is assuring restoration
especially on the day of salvation.
This morning we apply the verse about time to our prayer lives. We believe all times
are “right” for God to hear our prayers….but we admit to not taking full advantage of
the time we have been given to seek God.
Tommy Barnett (pastor and author) wrote The Power of the Half Hour in which he
guided the reader to make major life changes spending only half an hour a day. His
comments about time — not just half hour increments — but time in any amount
can apply to prayer.
We take a lot of things for granted in our lives, such as gravity, air, light—and time.
Yet time is one of God’s most precious gifts to us. It is the most significant
nonrenewable resource at our disposal. We have less of it remaining with each
passing day. When God gave this gift, He intended for us to use it carefully,
intentionally, wisely, and productively.
Referring to an amount of time cited in Revelation, Barnett focused on half an hour,
writing: I would like to suggest that the heavenly Father...wants us to understand
the significance of small amounts of time.
Our focus on time when it comes to prayer is going to be an even shorter amount.
We are going to consider a way of praying whereby we pray for mere moments but
we repeat these moments throughout a day. The prayer method is called Pray the
Day.
HANDOUT - refer to a pamphlet which explains method and gives examples
Keys to this method are —— repetition of the petition & timing hourly
Can use this method to pray for ourselves or to pray for others
It can be very effective when there is a specific concern or need and it can be a big
boost to someone facing challenges to know prayer is lifted every hour.
Take a little time to write our personal, 2-line “hourly prayers” — space provided in
pamphlet.
Share if willing...or pray silently to enter our requests into this week’s prayer list.
PRAY the weekly prayer list.

CEC UPDATE
EDUCATE + COMMUNICATE = PARTICIPATE

A year and half after Christian Education Ministry volunteered to add
communication to its responsibilities the members take stock in the impact
the addition has made on the church as a whole. One of the ways to measure
the results is to consider participation. What is the relation of communication
to the participation in worship, workshops, projects, studies, and other
events? In the time CE has functioned as CEC has participation in the various
opportunities offered by church declined, remained status quo, increased? If
there is little significant change in participation or if it is declining in some
sense, what do such trends indicate about communication? Is
communication timely?—giving enough notice for folks to plan around other
commitments. Is communication clear?—detailing so purpose, date, time, etc.
are obvious. Is communication engaging?—catching the attention, inviting,
enthusiastic. Is communication compelling?—raising convincing reasons for
prioritizing church events. CEC evaluates on the basis of each question.
Conclusions range from yes to there’s room for improvement.
Under Administrative Assistant Alicia’s formatting, the weekly eBlast has been
a consistent source of information. Her efforts organized the content,
designed a professional appearance, and added features like links to
meetings, etc. Yet, this communication is effective only if participants open the
Blast and read the messages. The announcement roll before worship has
been developed over the past year. Attractive, informative slides convey
reminders and information. Again, it is effective communication only with
participation that takes the time to follow the slides. The announcement sheet
published weekly with the worship bulletin reinforces the weekly schedule but
only if participants refer to it. The Guide newsletter is actually undergoing
major changes. Instead of a repetitive series of articles echoing the eBlast and
announcements, the newsletter will be reserved for more in depth reporting.
Where the eBlast lists the basics, the Guide will detail. Where the eBlast can
be read through in minutes, the Guide allows a reader time to delve into an
article. To this objective, the Guide will be published seasonally. The
newsletter will focus on highlighting a season rather than recapping a month.
Again, no amount of detail informs unless participants are reading.

(CEC CONTINUED)
Reading is only the start to education and communication sparking
participation. If participants are reading but do not actively participate, take part
in, or take advantage of, then communication and even education, among other
factors, need greater attention. For example, Lenten opportunities were
communicated in advance through eBlast, newsletter, announcement roll and
bulletin sheet, verbally at the start of worship, plus with handouts to take home
and post as reminders. Comparing this communication with participation
during Holy Week showed better than average attendance Palm Sunday
(children presented in worship), average attendance Maundy Thursday, two
participated in Good Friday and only one participated in the whole event, and
only two participated in Holy Saturday.
CEC will continue to evaluate communication against participation. The ministry
will continue to wrestle with ways to inform and especially engage the faith
community. The ministry will continue to seek new, fresh channels to report and
remind; yet, the ministry is also keenly aware that responsibility to read and
respond to communication falls equally on the faith community.

Custodial Highlights
Zach Zegar is our church custodian in charge of general cleaning and keeping
up the church appearance as assigned. In addition to his weekly routine, Zach
takes on special projects. His openness to serving the church is greatly
appreciated. Although he has weekly tasks, Zach is willing to help with one-time
jobs or needs that occur seasonally and those events through the church year.
Summer special projects include—
-Weeding, spraying the landscaping around the church building
-Washing windows and dusting window sills
-Mulching
-Assisting Stewardship with pew removal
-Investigating bathroom sink staining – rust deposits pose a major problem
which Zach has been addressing for some time – making sure faucets are not
dripping after a user turns them off is crucial to staying on top of this problem

Summer with Children
June, July, and August children are
encouraged to attend worship the first
half of service and are invited to Activity
Time during the second half of worship.
The first part of worship is planned for the
children including praise songs, scripture,
and a special message. After the message,
children dismiss from the sanctuary and
gather in the Shalom Room opposite the
sanctuary. Activities range from games,
crafts, and projects that will be shared
with the congregation.
SUMMER TRAVELOGUE- July and August,
Activity Time follows the worship scripture.
These passages from the Gospel of Luke
tell about the stops and stories in Jesus’
ministry. Sunday by Sunday we travel with
Jesus through scripture sharing his
experiences and hearing his stories.
FLAT JESUS - To help make the summer
travel with Jesus more personal, children
design their own “flat Jesus” to take along
as they vacation, visit, sight see, or just
have fun in their own backyards. During
these outings, they photo themselves with
their “flat Jesus” and send the photos to
the church office. A slide show culminates
these travels at the end of the summer.
Adults are invited to pick up their own “flat
Jesus” from the Welcome Table and
participate in the photo shoot.

This
take

FLAT
JESUS

with you on vacation!

Sunday School
In Review

The 2021-22 school year has been quite productive. We expanded to two classes with preschool to 2nd grade being taught by Randy Strong and with me teaching the 5th to 9th grades,
with a total of 7-9 students. This has worked out quite well.
On October 31, 2021, Randy's class sang "Praise Him, Praise Him", while the older class
presented their skit the 'Tower of Babel'. Also, that Sunday the older class read the blessings
that were left by members of the congregation under the 'Tree-mendous Faith' tree in the
sanctuary and asked the congregation questions concerning the church's history for Birthday
Sunday.
Advent and Christmas kept us especially busy as each week the children participated in worship:
November 28, 2021 - Randy's class led the congregation in singing "Deck the Halls" and helped
place Christmons on the Christmas tree as we celebrated 'Hanging of the Greens'. Also, dressed
in costumes, they joined the older class with one of the older students portraying the prophet
Jeremiah and reading the scripture.
December 5, 12 and 19, 2021 - Each week an older student portrayed a prophet - Malachi,
Zephaniah and Micah - and read the scripture as the rest of the students, dressed in costumes,
listened. It was also on the 19th that the older class presented the skit 'What We Learned from
the Prophets' with the younger class singing 'Away in the Manger'.
February 27, 2022 - Transfiguration Sunday - Randy's class sang, 'I'm Gonna Live so God Can
Use Me' while the older class presented a skit about transfiguration. During the month of
February, the children had also collected and brought in supplies to be donated to a Joliet
women's shelter. These supplies filled two baskets and were dedicated that morning.
March 27, 2022 - Our Church's Wider Mission Sunday - The children had coin boxes which were
added to the collection plates that morning. The amount saved and donated towards the
OCWM fund was approximately $70.00.
April 10, 2022 - Palm Sunday - the final skit of the year!! The classes presented a puppet show
with Randy's class using puppets to portray a bystander, Jesus and the donkey. They older class
used their puppets to portray Zacchaeus, a widow, a lawyer and Martha.
During March, the older class also wrote short letters to Marky, our sponsor child.
Barb Bonner
Sunday school

Current Pandemic Reflects Bygone Era
Recently Jean Waechter handed me the March issue of the Lockport Area Genealogical
& Historical Society. The front-page news concerned the scarlet fever outbreak in the
Lockport area in 1915. Beginning in January in DuPage Township with mild cases, by
March the fever had spread to Lockport and became more serious as a number of
children became infected and two mothers succumbed. While the area's doctors asked
for the public to notify them of suspected cases, the State of Illinois jumped into action
by sending a letter to Lockport mayor stating that the State Board of Health was sending
a doctor to investigate the situation. In early April five recommendations were issued,
including children under 16 not be allowed at church or other public gatherings, people
infected were to quarantine for five weeks, and if not obeyed, you could be fined $200
or 6 months in jail.
For the safety of their congregations our church along with the Methodist and Swedish
Mission churches closed. The towns two Catholic churches held adults only masses.
Schools and our church were fumigated. The last reported case was on April 14th. A
little more than a week later all the schools were open again, and by April 24th all the
churches were open.
The article concludes that while scarlet fever reoccurred in the following years it was
never again as terrifying. It would not be until 1920 that penicillin and other antibiotics
would be available.
While I was interested in the article from an historical view, relating as it did the closing
of schools and churches, I was pleasantly surprised at how many names I recognized. If
interested in reading the full article let me know.
Barb Bonner, Church Historian

Spiritual Life Ministry Update
The Spiritual Life Ministry members have been busy each Sunday taking
care of greeting, lighting the candles on the altar, carrying the offering
plate to the altar at the time of the offering, and on the first Sunday of the
month preparing for communion and will continue to do so during the
summer months. Behind the scene, we schedule the lectors for Sunday
worship, check to be sure the altar candles are ready, and order
communion supplies when needed. Our one major summer undertaking
is hosting coffee hour on Father’s Day. Our meetings are the second
Tuesday of each month except for June and July when we do not meet.

Greetings from the balcony!
When was the last time you have visited the balcony? It has undergone a
complete transformation since the old days when it used to be used for
extra seating. Lee Rajala has changed into a wonder of modern
technology. There is a light board and a sound board to help create
effects. Three video cameras are used to capture the service from
whichever angle is most effective. There are also two computers and one
monitor used for Brenda’s powerpoint and special music. Recently speech
to text software has been added. Now it is easier for people with hearing
issues to follow along with the sermon and we can keep a digital record of
Brenda’s sermons. Most importantly is Lee’s streaming system used for
youtube broadcasting complete with OBS Software. He knows everything
there is to know about this software. Stop by and visit some time, we’d
love to see you.

Stewardship Ministry Update
The Stewardship Ministry Team holds its regular meetings on the second
Tuesday of every month at 6:15pm. At our meetings we mostly discuss
where God is leading us involving property management and
maintenance, giving and financial issues. We will be discussing the
discovery process our church is currently going through, which will help
lead us now and into the future. During the summer months we will be
catching up with cleaning and maintenance tasks around the church
building and are always looking for those willing to share your time and
talents. If you need help with a task at church please don’t hesitate to ask
our custodian, Zak, for a hand. He will be at work 3 or 4 mornings per
week and is available to lend a hand if needed. Current members of the
Stewardship Team: Rick Cronholm, George Manikas, Dave Knol, Lee
Rajala, Mark Rutter, Larry McCure and Pastor Brenda.

LENT TO EASTERTIDE 2022
Photos capture only moments from seasons of remembrance, praise, and
opportunity to grow in faith. This year held an exceptional array of
experiences through workshops, worship, study, meditation, art, and
drama. In addition to our own church involvement, we joined the
Methodists in Ash Wednesday joint worship and the community in the
Good Friday Walk of the Cross.
This photo review highlights Palm Sunday and the children’s puppet
presentation of Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem; Maundy
Thursday’s moving service of worship when we gathered at Christ’s Table
set by Abby White, recalled the final words of Jesus recited by Josh White,
felt the despair of that night watching Josh led away, and exited in the
darkness of silence; and Easter Morning when the cross transformed into
a carnation-covered symbol of the resurrection, an egg hunt celebrated
new life, and God’s miracle of salvation was praised. Photos recall the
Walk of the Cross where at our church Pastor Brenda welcomed, Pat and
Larry McCure enacted a news rendition of the crowd following the
crucifixion. Eastertide began with a lively worship modeled on the Golden
Age of Sunday School including birthday pennies and songs with all the
fun motions.
In photos our worship, fellowship, and service is kept alive—emphasizing
the vast opportunity to actively participate as disciples of Christ.

LENT TO EASTERTIDE 2022

LENT TO EASTERTIDE 2022

LENT TO EASTERTIDE 2022

LENT TO EASTERTIDE 2022

Contact Information for Council
Members and Ministry Leaders
Pastor
Pastor Brenda Clark 269-873-6732
pastorbrendaucc@gmail.com
Moderator
Stephanie Nienhuis 815-514-5672
stephanien626@hotmail.com
Recording Secretary
Carol Picciolo 815-262-1165
purrsfive@comcast.net
Treasurer
Larry McCure 815-370-3738
ljm17746@gmail.com
Member at Large
Gayle Prehn 815-671-0551
prehnrn@comcast.net

Spiritual Life
Barb Finley 815-210-9353
bvf408C@aol.com
Christian Education
Randy Strong 815-823-9625
chesha13@comcast.net
Pat McCure, Alt. 815-347-5148
psm1122kipper@gmail.com
Missions
Sandie Rutter 815-325-0124
sandrarutter53@yahoo.com
Elaine Rutter, Alt. 815-325-1374
rutterelbl@aol.com
Stewardship

Member at Large

Mark Rutter 815-263-4040
markerutter@yahoo.com

Richard Hartshorn 815-714-2460
richard.hartshorn@aol.com

Lee Rajala, Alt. 815-236-8853
leerajala@comcast.net

